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V. Protecting and managing the natural resour ce base of
economic and social development

29. [Agreed] Oceans, seas, islands and coastal areas form an integrated and essential
component of the Earth’s ecosystem and are critical for global food security and for
sustaining economic prosperity and the well-being of many national economies,
particularly in developing countries. Ensuring the sustainable development of the
oceans requires effective coordination and cooperation, including at the global and
regional levels, between relevant bodies, and actions a al levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Invite States to ratify or accede to and implement the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, which provides the overall lega framework for
ocean adtivities,

(b) [Agreed] Promote the implementation of chapter 17 of Agenda 21 which provides
the programme of action for achieving the sustainable development of oceans, coastal
areas and seas through its programme areas of integrated management and sustainable
development of coastal areas, including exclusive economic zones, marine
environmental protection; sustainable use and conservation of marine living
resources, addressing critical uncertainties for the management of the marine
environment and climate change; strengthening international, including regional,
cooperation and coordination; and sustainable development of small islands;

(c) [Agreed] Establish an effective, transparent and regular inter-agency coordination
mechanism on ocean and coastal issues within the United Nations system,

(d) [Agreed] Encourage the application by 2010 of the ecosystem approach, noting
the Reykjavik Declaration on Responsible Fisheries in the Marine Ecosystem and
decision 5/6 of the Conference of Parties to the Conventionon Biological Diversity;
(e) [Agreed] Promote integrated, multidisciplinary and multisectoral coastal and
ocean management at the national level, and encourage and assist coastal States in
developing ocean policies and mechanisms on integrated coastal maragement;

(f) [Agreed] Strengthen regional cooperation and coordination between the relevant
regional organizations and programmes, the UNEP regional seas programmes,
regional fisheries management organizations and other regional science, health and
development organizations,

(g) [Agreed] Assist developing countries in coordinating policies and programmes at
the regional and subregiona levels aimed at the conservation and sustainable
management of fishery resources, and implement integrated coastal area management
plans, including through the promotion of sustainable coastal and small-scale fishing
activities and, where appropriate, the development of related infrastructure;

(h) [Agreed] Take note of the work of the opentended informal consultative process
established by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 54/33 in order to
facilitate the annual review by the Assembly of developments in ocean affairs and the
upcoming review of its effectiveness and utility to be held at its fifty-seventh session
under the terms of the above-mentioned resolution.

30. [Agreed] To achieve sustainable fisheries, the following actions are required at
al levels:



(@) [Agreed] Maintain or restore stocks to levels that can produce the maximum
sustainable yield with the aim of achieving these goals for depleted stocks on an
urgent basis and where possible not later than 2015;

(b) [Agreed] Ratify or accede to and effectively implement the relevant United
Nations and, where appropriate, associated regional fisheries ageements or
arrangements, noting in particular the Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December
1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks and the 1993 Agreement to Promote Compliance with
International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the
High Seas,

(c) [Agreed] Implement the 1995 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, taking
note of the special requirements of developing countries as noted in its article 5, and
the relevant Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
international plans of action and technical guidelines,

(d) [Agreed] Urgently develop and implement national and, where appropriate,
regional plans of action, to put into effect the FAO international plans of action, in
particular the international plan of action for the management of fishing capacity by
2005 and the international plan of action to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal,
unreported and unregulated fishing by 2004. Establish effective monitoring, reporting
and enforcement, and control of fishing vessels, including by flag States, to further the
international plan of action to prevent, deter and diminate illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing;

(e) [Agreed] Encourage relevant regiona fisheries management organizations and
arrangements to give due consideration to the rights, duties and interests of coastal
States and the special requirements of developing States when addressing the issue of
the allocation of share of fishery resources for straddling stocks and highly migratory
fish stocks, mindful of the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea and the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 Relating to the
Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish
Stocks, on the high seas and within exclusive ecoromic zones,

(f) [Agreed] Eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing and to over-capacity, while completing the efforts undertaken at WTO to
clarify and improve its disciplines on fisheries subsidies, taking into account the
importance of this sector to developing countries;

(9) [Agreed] Strengthen donor coordination and partnerships between international
financia ingtitutions, bilateral agencies and other relevant stakeholders to enable
developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island
developing States and countries with economies in transition, to develop their
national, regiona and subregional capacities for infrastructure and integrated
management and the sustainable use of fisheries;

(h) [Agreed] Support the sustainable development of aguaculture, including small-
scale aguaculture, given its growing importance for food security and economic
devel opment.

31. [Agreed] In accordance with chapter 17 of Agenda 21, promote the conservation
and management of the oceans through actions at all levels, giving due regard to the
relevant international instruments to:

(a) [Agreed] Maintain the productivity and biodiversity of important and vulnerable
marine and coastal areas, including in areas within and beyond national jurisdiction;



(b) [Agreed] Implement the work programme arising from the Jakarta Mandate on the
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity of the
Convention on Biologica Diversity, including through the urgent mobilization of
financial resources and technological assistance and the development of human and
institutional capacity, particularly in developing countries;

(c) [Agreed] Develop and facilitate the use of diverse approaches and tools, including
the ecosystem approach, the elimination of destructive fishing practices, the
establishment of marine protected areas consistent with international law and based
on scientific information, including representative networks by 2012 and time/area
closures for the protection of nursery grounds and periods, proper coastal land use;
and watershed planning and the integration of marine and coastal areas management
into key sectors,

(d) [Agreed] Develop national, regional and international programmes for halting the
loss of marine biodiversity, including in cora reefs and wetlands; (€) [Agreed]
Implement the RAMSAR Convention, including its joint work programme with the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and the programme of action called for by the
Interretional Coral Reef Initiative to strengthen joint management plans and
international networking for wetland ecosystems in coastal zones, including cord
reefs, mangroves, seaweed beds and tidal mud flats.

32. [Agreed] Advance implementation of the Global Programme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities and the Montreal
Declaration on the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities,
with particular emphasis in the period 2002-2006 on municipa wastewater, the
physical alteration and destruction of habitats, and nutrients, by actions at all levels to:
(a) [Agreed] Facilitate partnerships, scientific research and diffusion of technical
knowledge; mobilize domestic, regional and international resources; and promote
human and institutional capacity-building, paying particular attention to the needs of
developing countries;

(b) [Agreed] Strengthen the capacity of developing countries in the development of
their national and regional programmes and mechanisms to mainstream the objectives
of the Global Programme of Action and to manage the risks and impacts of ocean
pollution;

(c) [Agreed] Elaborate regional programmes of action and improve the links with
strategic plans for the sustainable development d coastal and marine resources,
noting in particular areas which are subject to accelerated environmental changes and
development pressures,

(d) [Agreed] Make every effort to achieve substantial progress by the next Global
Programme of Action conference in 2006 to protect the marine environment from
land-based activities.

33. [Agreed] Enhance maritime safety and protection of the marine environment from
pollution by actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Invite States to ratify or accede to and implement the conventions and
protocols and other relevant instruments of the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) relating to the enhancement of maritime safety and protection of the marine
environment from marine pollution and environmental damage caused by ships,
including the use of toxic anti-fouling paints and urge IMO to consider stronger
mechanisms to secure the implementation of IMO instruments by flag States;



(b) [Agreed] Accelerate the development of measures to address invasive aien
species in ballast water. Urge IMO to finalize the IMO International Convention on
the Control and Management of Ships Ballast Water and Sediments.

33.bis [Agreed] Governments, taking into account their national circumstances, are
encouraged, recalling paragraph 8 of resolution GC (44)/RES/17 of the General
Conference of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and taking into
account the very serious potential for environment and human hedth impacts of
radioactive wastes, to make efforts to examine and further improve measures and
internationally agreed regulations regarding safety, while stressing the importance of
having effective liability mechanisms in place, relevant to international maritime
trangportation and other transboundary movement of radioactive material, radioactive
waste and spent fuel, including, inter alia, arrangements for prior notification and
consultations done in accordance with relevant international instruments.

34. [Agreed] Improve the scientific understanding and assessment of marine and
coastal ecosystems as a fundamental basis for sound decision- making, through actions
a al levelsto:

(@) [Agreed] Increase scientific and technical collaboration, including integrated
assessment at the global and regional levels, including the appropriate ransfer of
marine science and marine technologies and techniques for the conservation and
management of living and nonliving marine resources and expanding ocean
observing capabilities for the timely prediction and assessment of the state of marine
environment;

(b) [Agreed] Establish by 2004 a regular process under the United Nations for global
reporting and assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socio-
economic aspects, both current and foreseeable, building on existing regional
assessments;

(c) [Agreed] Build capacity in marine science, information and management, through,
inter alia, promoting the use of environmental impact assessments and environmental
evaluation and reporting techniques, for projects or activities that are potentially
harmful to the coasta and marine environments and their living and nonliving
resources,

(d) [Agreed] Strengthen the ability of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
FAO and other relevant international and regional and subregional organizations to
build national and local capacity in marine science and the sustainable management of
oceans and their resources.



