Agenda item 7g — for discussion AM 2006/45

PROPOSAL FOR A RECOMMENDATION FOR INFORMATION ON
MEASURES ESTABLISHED FOR DEEP-SEA SPECIES IN THE NEAFC
CONVENTION AREA IN 2007 AND SUBMISSION OF SCIENTIFIC
INFORMATION ON DEEP-SEA FISHERIES

Pursuant to Article 16 of the Convention, Contracting Parties shall notify NEAFC
before the end of March 2007 of measures that apply to deep-sea species in waters
under national jurisdiction. Such measures shall not undermine those established for
the Regulatory Area.

Pursuant to Article 9 and Article 16 of the Convention, Contracting Parties shall
submit to the NEAFC Secretariat in the first quarter of 2007, at the latest, available
information relevant to defining distinct deep-sea fisheries, which contribute to any
catch of deep-sea species, enabling the NEAFC Working Group on Deep-Sea Species
to propose appropriate management measures for distinct deep-sea fisheries in the
NEAFC Regulatory Area and Contracting Parties shall provide scientific information
concerning deep-sea fishing in accordance with the requirements below:

Provision of scientific information concerning deep-sea fishing

Among the general principles of the 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement the states
party to this agreement undertake to; adopt measures to ensure long-term
sustainability of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks and to
promote the objective of their optimum utilization; to ensure that such measures
are based on the best scientific evidence available and to collect and share, in a
timely manner, complete and accurate data concerning fishing activities. The
Review Conference on the UN Fish Stocks Agreement held in May 2006 agreed
that these general principles should also apply to discrete high seas fish stocks.
In the spirit of this agreement the following elements are agreed to augment
existing data collecting regimes among the Contracting Parties.

1. Contracting Parties shall communicate to ICES, for each half calendar year,
information (listed below) as recorded in either or both logbooks and reports
presented by observers. This information shall be communicated within six
months of the expiry of the reporting period.

2. Fishing effort shall be measured in the following units according to the type of
fishing gear deployed

Type of fishing Effort measurement
Trawlers a. Kilowatt*Fishing days
b. Vessel*fishing days
Longliners a. Gross tonnage*Fishing days
b. Average number of hooks deployed*Number of
deployments
Netters a. Gross tonnage*Fishing days
b. Average length of nets deployed*total soak time
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3.

ISR

Information shall be provided from logbook for all species caught from any

hauls catching any quantity of deep sea species (Annex 1B of the Scheme) :
e Each quarter of the year

Each ICES statistical rectangle

Each type of fishing activity described in par. 2

Each zone or area

Depth of fishing

Landings and discards (discards where not collected by sampling

scheme)

Data shall be submitted in the reporting format outlined in Annex 1.

Additional information may be provided in accordance with Annex 1.
Contracting Parties shall develop sampling plans for deep-sea species (including
discards where necessary), and shall communicate them via NEAFC to ICES.
ICES shall be asked to review the sampling plans and provide feedback to
Contracting Parties via NEAFC.

Contracting Parties shall take account of evaluations of sampling efficacy and
data quality made by ICES and shall modify their sampling programmes in
order to attain a high standard of supply of scientific data for purposes of
managing the fish stocks and the marine ecosystems and habitats.
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Annex 1
NEAFC data reporting format

AM 2006/45

Column | Description Mandatory/Optional | Comment

A Contracting Party M

B Year M

C Statistical rectangle M

D Economic zone M

E ICES Division ©)

F Quarter M

G Month O]

H Depth stratum @) As a number 1to 7,
corresponding to 200 metre
intervals, final category >1200
metres

I Depth of fishing M Average depth (for each stat
rectangle or depth stratum as
appropriate)

J Gear category M Trawler, netter, longliner

K Gear subcategory O

L Effort measure A M Either A or B or both, as in the
NEAFC recommendation X

M Effort measure B M Either A or B or both, as in the
NEAFC recommendation X.
This field is the preferred
measure of effort for longliners
and netters.

N kW hours @] kW hours fished; This field is the
preferred measure of effort for
trawlers.

0 GT hours 6] GT hours fished

P Fishing time (hours) ©)

Q Landings of species A M Species labelled according to
FAO codes. All species caught
must reported from any hauls
catching any quantity of deep-
sea species. Further columns
for landings and discards by
species (for all species, not just
deep-sea species)

R Discards of species A M

S Landings of species B M

T Discards of species B M

Etc




